
Long Term Curriculum Plan 

Subject – Music Wellbeing (links to KS3 NC and AQA Unit Awards) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
First 
year 
LTP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry level piano short 
tunes (unit 1) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level basic guitar 
techniques (TAB) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Entry level Playing the 
bass guitar (root 
notes, 2 chord 
sequences) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Entry level Preparing 
for and performing at a 
Xmas event (choir) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level piano short 
tunes (unit 1) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level basic guitar 
techniques (TAB) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Playing the 
bass guitar (root notes, 
2 chord sequences) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Entry level introduction to 
singing 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Entry level piano short tunes 
(unit 2) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level Playing a guitar 
(simple chords and 6-note 
melodies) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
Entry level Playing a bass 
guitar (riffs of at least 5 
notes) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry level Singing in a 
choir 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
 
Entry level piano short 
tunes (unit 2) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Entry level Playing a 
guitar (simple chords and 
6-note melodies) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Entry level Playing a 
bass guitar (riffs of at 
least 5 notes) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 

 
 
 

Entry level Choir 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
 
Entry level Introduction 
to pop piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level playing 
guitar (practical music 
making, chords D and 
Em) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Bass guitar – simple 
rock and pop bass 
lines 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Entry level Choir 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level 
Introduction to pop 
piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Entry level playing 
guitar (practical music 
making, chords D and 
Em) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Bass guitar – simple 
rock and pop bass 
lines 
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Entry level 
Introduction to the 
ukulele (chords C, Am, 
F, learning songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Basics of 
Drumming (simple 
rock beat, 
accompanying others) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Being in a 
band (record/perform 
one or more song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
Entry Level Music 
Production: MIDI 
Sequencing 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Entry level Introduction 
to the ukulele (chords 
C, Am, F, learning 
songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Basics of 
Drumming (simple rock 
beat, accompanying 
others) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Being in a 
band (record/perform 
one or more song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry Level Music 
Production: MIDI 
Sequencing 

AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Entry level Ukulele Practical 
music making (chords C, 
Am, F, G, learning songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Drum kit – basic rock beat, 
counting bars and fills, 
accompanying others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing Music in a 
band (performing 3 songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 

 
 
 
Entry Level Creating Music 
using Music Production 
Software 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 

Entry level Ukulele 
Practical music making 
(chords C, Am, F, G, 
learning songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Drum kit – basic rock 
beat, counting bars and 
fills, accompanying 
others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing Music in 
a band (performing 3 
songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Entry Level Creating Music 
using Music Production 
Software 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 

Ukulele – strumming 
patterns/group playing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry level drumming 
to rock and pop music 
(2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing Music 
in a band (performing 3 
songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry Level Music 
Production (introducing 
manual recording, 
melody and harmony) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Ukulele – strumming 
patterns/group playing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry level drumming 
to rock and pop music 
(2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 

 
 
Level 1 Playing Music 
in a band (performing 
3 songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry Level Music 
Production (introducing 
manual recording, 
melody and harmony) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

By the end of the first year pupils should be able to: 
Sing regularly from an extended repertoire with a sense of ensemble and performance.  
Learn to find notes on the keyboards. 
Play rhythmically simple melodies on keyboard, guitar, ukulele or glockenspiel following staff notation written on one stave and/or tab. 
Use notes within a range of a 5th transposed into C major or A minor. 
Performs simple riffs and chord sequences on guitar using 3-note or simple open chords 
Compose/perform chord sequences on the keyboard or guitar in C major or A minor. 
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Second 
year 
LTP 

Entry level Singing in 
a choir (recap) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level Piano for 
Beginners 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level beginners 
electric guitar (switch 
between 2 sections of 
a song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
Level 1 Playing Bass 
Guitar as part of a 
group (root note and 
octave) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Ukulele (C, 
Am, F, G, Dm, D 
chords, learn at least 2 
songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Entry level Preparing 
for and performing at a 
Xmas event (choir) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry level Piano for 
Beginners 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Entry level beginners 
electric guitar (switch 
between 2 sections of a 
song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing Bass 
Guitar as part of a 
group (root note and 
octave) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Ukulele (C, Am, 
F, G, Dm, D chords, 
learn at least 2 songs) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

Entry Level Participating in a 
choir 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Solo piano 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to playing a 
rhythm guitar (accompany at 
least 2 melodies) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing the Bass 
Guitar (accompany chord 
sequences using root, 3rd 
and 5th) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Ukulele (C, Am, F, 
G, Dm, D chords, learn at 
least 2 songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 

Entry Level Participating 
in a choir 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Solo piano 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Introduction to playing a 
rhythm guitar 
(accompany at least 2 
melodies) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Playing the Bass 
Guitar (accompany chord 
sequences using root, 3rd 
and 5th) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Ukulele (C, Am, 
F, G, Dm, D chords, 
learn at least 2 songs) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 

Entry Level Singing: 
Preparing and 
performing a short set 
of songs 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Solo piano 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Solo Guitar 
performance (two 
pieces, chords, 
strumming patterns 
and lead lines) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Bass guitar – 
Intermediate / 
advanced Rock and 
Pop bass lines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ukulele – finger picking 
chords, learning songs 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry Level Singing: 
Preparing and 
performing a short set 
of songs 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Solo piano 
performance 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
Level 1 Solo Guitar 
performance (two 
pieces, chords, 
strumming patterns 
and lead lines) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Bass guitar – 
Intermediate / 
advanced Rock and 
Pop bass lines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ukulele – finger 
picking chords, 
learning songs 
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Level 1 Playing the 
drums (change 
between 3 patterns 
smoothly) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry Level 
Performing in a band 
(recap – one new 
song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

Entry Level Music 
Technology Computer 
Sequencing and 
Composition (recap 
manual recording in 
time and in harmony) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

 
Level 1 Playing the 
drums (change 
between 3 patterns 
smoothly) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Entry Level Performing 
in a band (recap – one 
new song) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 

Entry Level Music 
Technology Computer 
Sequencing and 
Composition (recap 
manual recording in time 
and in harmony) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

 
Level 1 Playing a Drum Kit 
(rock and alternative 
rhythms, contrasting 
dynamics) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Performing in a 
Band (compose one original 
song suitable for the band) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Music Production: MIDI 
Sequencing 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 

 
Level 1 Playing a Drum 
Kit (rock and alternative 
rhythms, contrasting 
dynamics) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Level 1 Performing in a 
Band (compose one 
original song suitable for 
the band) 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
Level 1 Music Production: 
MIDI Sequencing 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 

 
Drum kit – hi-hat 
technique (open and 
closed) / 16 beat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Performing in a 
Band (compose one 
original song suitable 
for the band) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Audio 
Sequencing using a 
Computer 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

 
 
Drum kit – hi-hat 
technique (open and 
closed) / 16-beat 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 1 Performing in 
a Band (compose one 
original song suitable 
for the band) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Audio 
Sequencing using a 
Computer 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 

By the end of the second year pupils should be able to: 
Sing regularly from an extended repertoire with a sense of ensemble and performance. This should include observing phrasing. 
Compose/perform chord sequences on the keyboard or guitar in C major, G major, A minor or E minor. 
Play chord sequences from familiar songs with rhythmic vitality. 
Expand the rhythmic scope of melodies on keyboard instruments, following staff notation written on one stave or two staves. 
Use notes within a range that includes a change of hand position and an optional left-hand part. 
Perform riffs and chord sequences on guitar in C major or G major mostly using full-versions of chords 
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Third 
year 
LTP 

Entry Level 
Participating in a choir 
(recap) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 introduction to 
grade 1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate 
Rock and Pop guitar 
(play 3 songs that use 
a range of techniques) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 2 Playing the 
Bass Guitar (tune 
instrument and 
accompany songs 
using root, 3rd and 5th) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Introduction to 
Digital Music Production 
(introducing 
microphone) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
 

Entry level Preparing 
for and performing at a 
Xmas event (choir) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 introduction to 
grade 1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate 
Rock and Pop guitar 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Level 2 Playing the 
Bass Guitar 
(accompany songs 
using root, 3rd and 5th) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
Level 1 Introduction to 
Digital Music Production 
(introducing microphone) 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Level 1 Participating in a 
choir 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 introduction to grade 
1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate Rock 
and Pop guitar 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 
 
 
 
 
Bass guitar – improvising 
bass lines using pentatonic 
scale 

 
 
 
 
 
Level 2 Creating Music using 
Music Production Software 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit details 

Level 1 Participating in a 
choir 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Level 1 introduction to 
grade 1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate 
Rock and Pop guitar 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 
 
 
 
Bass guitar – improvising 
bass lines using 
pentatonic scale 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 2 Creating Music 
using Music Production 
Software 
AQA | Programmes | Unit 
Award Scheme | unit 
details 

Level 1 Participating in 
a choir 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 introduction to 
grade 1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate 
Rock and Pop guitar 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Bass guitar – solo 
using pentatonic and 
blues scale / 
introduction to slap 
bass 

 
 
 
Level 2 Creating Music 
using Music Production 
Software 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 

Level 1 Participating in 
a choir 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 introduction to 
grade 1 piano 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
Level 1 Intermediate 
Rock and Pop guitar 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
 
 
 
Bass guitar – solo 
using pentatonic and 
blues scale / 
introduction to slap 
bass 

 
 
 
Level 2 Creating Music 
using Music Production 
Software 
AQA | Programmes | 
Unit Award Scheme | 
unit details 
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By the end of the third year pupils should be able to: 
Sing regularly from an extended repertoire with a sense of ensemble and performance. This should include observing phrasing, accurate pitching and dynamic 
contrast. 
Compose/perform chord sequences on the keyboard or guitar in C, G or F major, A, E or D minor. 
Further increase the rhythmic scope of melodies on keyboard instruments, following staff notation written on two staves.  
Add either a single note or chordal accompaniment to the melody; alternatively play a piece based on chords 
Perform riffs and chord sequences on guitar in C major, G major and A major using full-versions of chords 

 

 


